
Conference 2010 
òTaking Care of Soil, Farm and Lifeó 

Wednesday & Thursday 

February 17ð 18, 2010 
Best Western Lamplighter Inn, London, Ontario 

Managing Wellness, Stress and People in Agriculture  
Beverly Beuermann -King, Wellness Expert   

Steps Toward and Beyond 70 Bushel Soybean Yields  
Dr. Seth Naeve, University of Minnestoa  

Bioenergy Systems Versus Soil Life and Fertility  
Dr. Jill Clapperton, Soil Consultant  

Micronutrients  
Dr. Don Huber, Purdue University  

Strip Till: Theory, Problems and Solutions  
Mark Bauer, Farmer and Equipment Manufacturer  

A chance to meet with Ontarioôs most innovative 
and  progressive farmers and learn from the experts:  

What Ag Can Learn From The Auto Industry  

Dennis DesRosiers,  Automotive Consultant  

Tillage Systems and Fertility Management  
Ontario and Michigan Farmer Panel  

Combine Residue Management  
Joachim Oldenburg, Claas Germany  
Scott Wellensiek, Claas of America  

Farmer to Farmer Round Table Discussion Groups  

Join the Innovative Farmers Conference and  
get tuned up for the 2010 season!  

Major  
Conference 
Sponsors  



Day 1 ñ Wednesday, February 17, 2010  

8:00 am  Registration opens 

9:00 am Welcome and Conference Opening ï Archie Wilson, Conference Moderator  
Archie is back for his fourth year as IFAO Conference Moderator ï we simply canôt imagine anyone else 
doing a better job! A well -known and respected face in Ontario Agriculture, Archie is the General 
Manager of C&M Seeds and Palmerston Grain. Prior to this he spent several years in the Farm Supply 
and Grain business at locations across southwestern Ontario. Archie is also actively involved in the 
Canadian Seed Trade Association. 

9:10 am Parallels and Pitfalls: What AG Can Learn From the Auto Industry  
 Dennis DesRosiers, DesRosiers Automotive Consultants  

In the past year , two stalwart vehicle companies, GM and Chrysler, have gone bankrupt, leaving over 
250 suppliers in the dust and almost no one making money. Dennis DesRosiers is Canada's leading 
automotive analyst and will present a thought provoking review of how the automotive sector screwed 
up. Hopefully, some lessons can be learned by the agriculture sector. Dennis is literally the ñgo-to-guyò 
for interpretive insights into the Canadian and US automotive industry and is considered to be one of 
North Americaôs leading automotive industry analysts.  

10:20 am Break 

10:50 am Managing Wellness, Stress and People in Agriculture  
 Beverly Beuermann -King, Wellness Expert  

Discussion of sustainable agriculture is always in terms of soil and economicsðbut hardly ever people. 
Yet farming can be one of the most stressful of professions demanding skills as an agronomist, 
marketer, mechanic and human resources manager. Beverly will provide you with realistic and practical 
strategies to help you find increased balance and success. Through her extensive experience in teaching 
others how to balance the stresses of life and business she has trained more than 30,000 people in a 

range of professions.  

Noon Lunch 

1:00 pm Steps Towards and Beyond 70 Bushel Soybean Yields  
 Dr. Seth Naeve, University of Minnesota  

The secret to achieving 70 bushel yields is not based on any one magical product or management 
strategy, but the precise combination of many yield promoting factors.   So, while some are working on 
hitting home runs, many of our research projects are focused around getting runners on base.  This 
presentation will focus on strategies to minimize harvest losses through managing the height of the 
lowest pod, understanding the risks and rewards of planting long season varieties, maximizing harvest 
efficiency with rock rollers, and management and environmental effects on soybean seed quality.   

2:10 pm Break 

2:40 pm Bioenergy Systems Versus Soil Life and Fertility  
 Dr. Jill Clapperton, Soil Consultant  

We all know crop residue contributes to soil structure, tilth and productivity, yet, government policies 
provide financial incentives to remove it in order to produce biofuels . Jill will discuss options for growing 
biofuel ingredients, and cropping strategies that may balance the needs of the soil biota with the 
demand for biofuels. Jill is an internationally respected lecturer promoting a better understanding of how 
soil biology and ecology interact with cropping and soil management systems to facilitate long -term soil 
quality and productivity.  

3:50 pm Break 

4:00 pm Micronutrients: Yield, Quality and Disease Control Considerations  
 Dr. Don Huber, Purdue University, Indiana  

Dr. Huber will share insights from his 50 years of research on nutrient -disease interactions 
in managing nutrition for the control of plant diseases.  He will emphasize the six keys to 
improved crop performance: plant efficiency, nutrient availability, plant sufficiency levels, 
application method/timing, nutrient sources/associated elements, and integration with 

other management practices. Dr Huberôs agricultural research has focused on the 
epidemiology and control of soil borne plant pathogens with an emphasis on microbial 

ecology, cultural and biological controls, and physiology of host -parasite relationships.  

CONFERENCE  



8:00 am Innovative Farmers Association of Ontario Annual Meeting  

9:00 am Strip Till: Theory, Problems and Solutions  
 Mark Bauer, Environmental Tillage Solutions  

This is one of those great innovator stories. As Mark Bauer began a quest to become more efficient with 

tillage and fertilizer management his research led him to a market gap and he made a commitment to 

build an effective zone tillage system. Starting with hand drawn sketches of his concept, Mark designed 

a tillage system that would be mechanically reliable, able to cover more acreage in less time, and better 

conserve and improve soil resources. To finance the project the Bauers sold their entire line of 

equipment. The initial prototype machine was tested in spring 2005 and shortly after Environmental 

Tillage systems was founded. Today ETS is a leading manufacturer of conservation tillage equipment.  

10:00 am Worldwide Combine Residue Management Systems  
 Joachim Oldenburg, Claas Product Manager Combines Worldwide  
  Scott Wellenseik, Product Management, Claas of America  
Joachim and Scott will discuss the importance of combine residue management. We will learn how to 
evaluate residue distribution as well as the impact of residue distribution and residue size for a variety 
of crops. Finally, they will give an overview of the residue handling solutions used in different 
environments around the world. Claas is a family owned company with manufacturing facilities in 
Germany, France, USA, India and Russia. 

11:00 am Break  

11:15am Farmer to Farmer Roundtable 1  

Noon Lunch  

1:00 pm Farmer to Farmer Roundtable 2  

1:45 pm Farmer to Farmer Roundtable 3  

 Walk by Refreshment Break  

AGENDA  
Day 2 ð Thursday, February 18, 2010  

2:30 pm Tillage Systems and Fertility Management Panel  
 Farmer Panel with Allen McCallum as Moderator  

 Jim Patton (Ontario), Hugh Dietrich (Ontario) and Rich Recker (Michigan)  

Three innovative and progressive farmers from Ontario and Michigan will present the tillage 

and fertility systems that work for them. They will share their insights and experiences with 
various tillage and fertility programs ï what worked, what didnôt, and what can be modified for 

improvement. This presentation will give us an insight into the journey that led to their current 

practices and possibly their thoughts on ideas for future experimentation. After their 
presentations the audience will be invited to interact with the panelists in an open answer and 

question session, a chance to share experiences, concerns and questions. 

3:45 pm Conference Wrap Up ï IFAO President and Conference Moderator  

   CEUôs Pending ï SWM 3.0 / CM 3.0 / PD 1.0  

Farmer to Farmer Roundtable Topics  
Choose 3 out of 6 topics from:  

1.  Combine Residue Management  

2.  Strip Till Concepts  

3.  Soybean Production  

4.  Micronutrients and Foliar Feeding  

5.  Value of Crop Residue  

6.  Vertical Tillage Workshop  

  Day 1 also includes a Banquet Dinner, entertainer and more...  

6:00  BASF Farmer of the Year and IFAO Awards  

6:20  Review of 2009 and 2010 Agricultural Bus Tour ï Jim House  

6:30  Banquet Dinner and Comedy Entertainer  

8:30  IFAO Host Bar and networking in the Atrium  


